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COMMENDING THE PEOPLE OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE MARSHALL ISLANDS FOR 

THE CONTRIBUTIONS AND SACRIFICES THEY MADE TO THE UNITED STATES  
NUCLEAR TESTING PROGRAM IN THE MARSHALL ISLANDS 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. Res. 692, a 
resolution introduced by my esteemed colleague 
from American Samoa and Ranking Member of 
the House International Relations Subcommittee 
on Asia and the Pacific--Congressman Eni 
Faleomavaega--commending the people of the 
Republic of the Marshall Islands for their incal-
culable contributions and sacrifices they made to 
the United States nuclear testing program 
throughout the 1940s and 1950s in the Marshall 
Islands.  
 
This year will mark the 60th anniversary of the 
United States' commencement of nuclear testing 
in the Marshall Islands. Over a period of twelve 
years, from 1946 to 1958, the United States of 
America conducted sixty-seven atmospheric nu-
clear weapons tests in the Marshall Islands. The 
tests resulted in a combined yield of 108 mega-
tons, roughly the destructive force of over 7,000 
times that of the bomb used on Hiroshima. The 
worst of these tests, the Bravo shot, was a l5-
megaton thermonuclear device, which in itself 
carried 1,000 times the destructive power of the 
Hiroshima bomb. It was detonated on March 1, 
1954, on Bikini Atoll, and caused dangerous lev-
els of radioactive fallout to be released over 
7,000 square miles, including the populated 
atolls of Rongelap and Utrik.  
 
It is vital that our country remember the contri-
butions of the Marshallese to our national secu-

rity and to world peace.  
 
While recognizing such contributions, our coun-
try over the years has sought to address the leg-
acy of our nuclear testing in the Marshall Islands 
in our initial Compact with the Republic of the 
Marshall Islands in 1986 and in our ongoing bi-
lateral relations with the RMI government. Just 
recently, our governments renegotiated the com-
pact agreement.  
 
I am aware that the RMI government has filed a 
``changed circumstances'' petition with the U.S. 
government, which still must be negotiated. It is 
time our country come to closure on the changed 
circumstances petition and address our country's 
long-standing nuclear legacy in the Marshall 
Islands and its ramifications on the lives of its 
residents, particularly those of the affected atolls. 
I also believe that we must ensure that the U.S. 
Department of Energy's medical assistance pro-
gram is fulfilling its obligation to its beneficiar-
ies in the Marshall Islands.  
 
I urge my colleagues to support H. Res. 692 and 
to work on addressing these crucial remaining 
issues.  
 
Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H. Res. 692, a resolution to com-
mend the people of the Republic of the Marshall 
Islands for the contributions and grave sacrifices 



they made to the United States nuclear testing 
program in the Marshall Islands.  
 
In 1947, the Republic of the Marshall Islands 
(RMI) became one of six entities in the Trust 
Territory of the Pacific Islands established by the 
United Nations with the U.S. as the Trustee. This 
began a decades-long relationship between the 
U.S. and RMI that has proven to be resilient and 
enduring.  
 
In particular, I'd like to highlight the U.S. nu-
clear testing program in RMI which began in 
1946. Over the years, the U.S. detonated 67 nu-
clear weapons on the islands of Bikini and 
Enewetak. These tests comprise 80 percent of all 
atmospheric tests conducted by the United 
States. On March 1, 1954, the hydrogen weapons 
test code-named ``Bravo'' yielded explosive 
power approximately 1,000 times greater than 
the weapon used in the 1945 wartime nuclear 
attack on Hiroshima, Japan. The Bravo test cre-
ated a mushroom cloud 25 miles in diameter, 
produced a crater 6,000 feet in diameter, and 
vaporized 6 islands at the Bikini Atoll. Radiation 
from the test forced the evacuation of Mar-
shallese and U.S. military personnel on Ronge-
lap, Rongerik, Utirik and Ailinginae. This re-
sponsibility shouldered by the Marshallese peo-
ple allowed a majority of all tests to be con-
ducted as far from densely populated areas as 
possible and helped bring about a peaceful end 
to the Cold War.  
 
Over the years, the Marshallese have faced very 
serious consequences as a result of the nuclear 
testing. The health and property effects have 
proved to be extensive and in many cases, im-
measurable. The U.S. has recognized this and set 
up a fund to compensate those affected by the 
testing. However, the consequences of this test-
ing, especially the health of the Marshallese peo-
ple, continue to be impacted.  
 
In particular, the Section 177 Health Care Pro-
gram is in urgent need of increased funding. In-
tended to provide comprehensive medical care, 
including cancer care, for the four communities 
most affected by the nuclear weapons testing 
program, this healthcare program has fallen woe-

fully short of its intended goals. Spending ap-
proximately $12 per patient per month, the needs 
of this program are immediate and urgent.  
 
Mr. Speaker, I am sure that our countries will 
continue to work on this issue and find a resolu-
tion. I also have no doubt that the relationship 
between our governments will continue to be 
productive and mutually beneficial. As our alli-
ance continues in the coming decades, I urge the 
United States to step up and meet its obligations 
to the people of the RMI. With all the sacrifices 
they have made for the United States and con-
tinue to make each day, it is the very least the 
United States can do.  
 
I urge my colleagues to join me in commending 
the people of the Marshall Islands and acknowl-
edge their profound sacrifices. We must continue 
our efforts to restore the health and lands of the 
people of the Marshall Islands.  
 
    


